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“WWe are not some casual or meaningless product of evolution.  
Each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, 

each of us is loved, each of us is necessary.”
—Pope Benedict XVI, homily, April 24, 2005

“HHuman life is sacred and inviolable at every moment of existence, including the
initial phase which precedes birth.  All human beings, from their mothers’ womb,

belong to God who searches them and knows them, who forms them and knits them
together with his own hands, who gazes on them when they are tiny shapeless

embryos and already sees in them the adults of tomorrow whose days are numbered
and whose vocation is even now written in the “book of life” (cf. Ps. 139: 1, 13-16).

— Evangelium Vitae, 61

“IIf the being that was within its mother’s womb is an innocent human being 
with an inalienable right to live one minute after it leaves its mother’s womb,

what would make anyone think it was other than an innocent human being 
with an inalienable right to live one minute before it leaves its mother’s womb,

or one month before, or even nine months before?”
— Edward Cardinal Egan, Catholic New York, September, 2004

““TThere are no lives that are not worth living; there is no suffering, no matter how
grave, that can justify killing a life; there are no reasons, no matter how noble, that

make plausible the creation of human beings, destined to be used and destroyed.” 
— Pope John Paul II, “Medicine is Always at the Service of Life,” November 12, 2004 

“PPossible experimentation on [human embryos] in the light of current technological
advances would involve a very high…risk of causing them irreversible damage and

even death. The attitude that some adopt  concerning the legitimacy of 
sacrificing…human beings at the embryonic stage in order to destroy them…

to benefit other human individuals is…totally unacceptable. It is never morally
licit to do evil intentionally in order to achieve ends that are good in themselves.”

— Pontifical Academy for Life, 
“Concluding Communiqué on the Ethics of Biomedical Research,” February 26, 2003

“PProgress obtained at the price of the violation of human dignity is unacceptable.  
If research attacks man, it is a deviation of science. Even if we protest that this or that
research will open possibilities for the future, we must say no when man is at stake.”

— Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI), interview with Le Figaro, December 2001
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““SSo-called therapeutic cloning, creating human embryos with the intention of
destroying them, even if undertaken with the goal of possibly helping sick patients 
in the future, seems very clearly incompatible with respect for the dignity of the

human being, making one human life nothing more than the instrument of another.” 
—Archbishop Migliore, “Cloning Concerns the Nature and Existence of Human Life Itself” 

Statement to 6TH Committee of U.N. General Assembly, October 22, 2004 

“IIn ‘therapeutic’ cloning, one uses the newly produced human being as mere 
laboratory material. Such instrumental use of a human being 

gravely offends human dignity and human kind.” 
— Statement of the Holy See on Human Cloning addressed to United Nations, 

“Humanity Needs a Common Basis, a Common Understanding of Humanity,” October 22, 2004

“IIt is immoral to produce human embryos intended for exploitation 
as disposable biological material.”

— The Catechism of the Catholic Church §2275

“IIt is imperative that no one…would indulge in a merely individualistic morality.
The best way to fulfill one’s obligations of justice and love is to contribute to the

common good according to one’s means and the needs of others, and also to promote
and help public and private organization devoted to bettering the conditions of life.”

— The Church in the Modern World, 30

Sample Intercessions
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For all those who suffer with 
disease or disability,

that they may find comfort in the love of Christ, and
cures through ethical research and medical progress;

We pray to the Lord:

For those who study medicine,
that they may be driven by a desire to heal 

and protect every human being;
We pray to the Lord:

For medical researchers,
that they may be inspired and strengthened 
by a love for every human being, from the

first moment of his or her creation;
We pray to the Lord:

For those elected to public office,
that they may consider the impact of any policy 
or program on human life, human rights and 

human dignity, and be guided by 
fundamental moral principles;

We pray to the Lord:
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