NY Legislative Update: 

New Embryonic Stem Cell Proposal

In the new proposed state budget, just issued by Governor Spitzer, there is a proposal to establish a new quasi-governmental corporation whose mission would be to promote stem cell research and other new technologies.  The budget designates at least $100 million designated for embryonic stem cell research/cloning, with the promise of another $500 million next year.  The budget also proposes that the voters be presented with a bond act of $1.5 billion in November 2008, $750 million of which would go to stem cell research and cloning.   

This proposal is very dangerous.  This new corporation would operate without direct oversight by elected officials, and would be run instead by political appointees with ties to industry and advocacy groups, with no ethical standards for the research that is funded.  It is, in reality, a slush fund for the biotech and high tech industries, paid for by the taxpayers. 

We will be strongly opposing this legislation and the subsequent bond issue.  Please keep on educating your parishioners about embryonic stem cell research and cloning and consider bringing in speakers to your parish:

· Rev. Thomas Berg (Legionaries of Christ)



914- 749-3928

Email:
tberg@westchesterinstitute.net



· Ms. Kathleen Gallagher 





518-434-6195


NY State Catholic Conference, Albany NY


Email: KGallagher@nyscatholicconference.org
               


· Msgr. William B. Smith





914-968-6200


Moral Theologian , St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers, NY




· Rev. Joseph Koterski,  S. J.



718- 817-3291/ 718- 817-1537
Fordham University, Bronx NY



 
Email: koterski@fordham.edu




· Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.



215-877-2660 x210


Director of Education , National Catholic Bioethics Center, Philadelphia, PA

 

E-mail:  tad.grd.nsc@aya.yale.edu







~~ An excellent opportunity to provide our people with education in this area ~~

Cutting through the Spin on stem cells and cloning  (see enclosed flyer) 

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. – Director of Education, 

the National Catholic Bioethics Center.  

Saturday, March 3rd, 10am-1pm


Holy Innocent’s Church, 128 West  37th Street, New York, NY 

