Clip Art Quotes
Hope and Trust in Life!
The Church … is called to proclaim the gift of life, to serve life, and to promote a culture of life. … This is the message of hope we are called to proclaim and embody in a world where self-centeredness, greed, violence, and cynicism so often seem to choke the fragile growth of grace in people’s hearts.

Pope Benedict XVI, homily, Mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral (April 19, 2008)

Children deserve to grow up with a healthy understanding of sexuality and its proper place in human relationships. They should be spared the degrading manifestations and the crude manipulation of sexuality so prevalent today. They have a right to be educated in authentic moral values rooted in the dignity of the human person. This brings us back to our consideration of the centrality of the family and the need to promote the Gospel of life. What does it mean to speak of child protection when pornography and violence can be viewed in so many homes through media widely available today? We need to reassess urgently the values underpinning society, so that a sound moral formation can be offered to young people and adults alike.
Pope Benedict XVI, Celebration of Vespers and Meeting with the Bishops of the United States of America (April 16, 2008)

It is not science that redeems man: man is redeemed by love.

Pope Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi (Nov. 30, 2007)
A society unable to accept its suffering members and incapable of helping to share their suffering and to bear it inwardly through “com-passion” is a cruel and inhuman society. … To suffer with the other and for others; to suffer for the sake of truth and justice; to suffer out of love and in order to become a person who truly loves—these are fundamental elements of humanity, and to abandon them would destroy man himself.


Pope Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi (Nov. 30, 2007)

The Church … knows that even in the most difficult circumstances human freedom is capable of extraordinary acts of sacrifice and solidarity to welcome the life of a new human being. Thus, one can see that the “No” which the Church pronounces in her moral directives … is in fact a great “Yes” to the dignity of the human person, to human life and to the person's capacity to love. It is an expression of the constant trust with which, despite their frailty, people are able to respond to the loftiest vocation for which they are created: the vocation to love.

Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in an International Congress Organized by the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family (April 5, 2008)
The tragedy of procured abortion … leaves profound and sometimes indelible marks in the women who undergo it and in the people around them, as well as devastating consequences on the family and society, partly because of the materialistic mentality of contempt for life that it encourages. What selfish complicity often lies at the root of an agonizing decision which so many women have had to face on their own, who still carry in their heart an open wound! … I make my own the exhortation in Evangelium Vitae addressed to women who have had an abortion: “Do not give in to discouragement and do not lose hope. … Give yourselves over with humility and trust to repentance. The Father of mercies is ready to give you his forgiveness and his peace in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. To the same Father and his mercy you can with sure hope entrust your child” (n. 99).
Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in an International Congress Organized by the John Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family (April 5, 2008)
Stem cells from adult tissues, umbilical cord blood, and placenta (often loosely called “adult stem cells”) can be obtained without harm to the donor and without any ethical problem, and these have already demonstrated great medical promise. But some scientists are most intrigued by stem cells obtained by destroying an embryonic human being in the first week or so of development. Harvesting these “embryonic stem cells” involves the deliberate killing of innocent human beings, a gravely immoral act. Yet some try to justify it by appealing to a hoped-for future benefit to others.

USCCB, On Embryonic Stem Cell Research (June 13, 2008)
Because life is our first and most basic gift from an infinitely loving God, it deserves our

utmost respect and protection. Direct attacks on innocent human life are always gravely wrong. Yet some researchers, ethicists, and policy makers claim that we may directly kill innocent embryonic human beings as if they were mere objects of research—and even that we should make taxpayers complicit in such killing through use of public funds. Thus, while human life is threatened in many ways in our society, the destruction of human embryos for stem cell research confronts us with the issue of respect for life in a stark new way.
USCCB, On Embryonic Stem Cell Research (June 13, 2008)

As believers who recognize each human life as the gift of an infinitely loving God, we insist that every human being, however small or seemingly insignificant, matters to God—hence everyone, no matter how weak or small, is of concern to us.


USCCB, On Embryonic Stem Cell Research (June 13, 2008)

The issue of stem cell research does not force us to choose between science and ethics, much less between science and religion. It presents a choice as to how our society will pursue scientific and medical progress. Will we ignore ethical norms and use some of the most vulnerable human beings as objects, undermining the respect for human life that is at the foundation of the healing arts? Such a course, even if it led to rapid technical progress, would be a regress in our efforts to build a society that is fully human. Instead we must pursue progress in ethically responsible ways that respect the dignity of each human being. Only this will produce cures and treatments that everyone can live with.


USCCB, On Embryonic Stem Cell Research (June 13, 2008)
In the past, grandparents had an important role in the life and growth of the family. Even with their advancing age they continued to be present with their children, their grandchildren and even their great-grandchildren, giving a living witness of caring, sacrifice and a daily gift of themselves without reserve. They were witnesses of a personal and community history that continued to live on in their memories and in their wisdom. Today, the economic and social evolution has brought profound transformations to the life of families. The elderly, including many grandparents, find themselves in a sort of “parking area”: some [believe] they are a burden to their family and prefer to live alone or in retirement homes with all the consequences that such decisions entail. 

With growing insistence, people are even proposing euthanasia as a solution for resolving certain difficult situations. Old age, with its problems that are also linked to the new family and social contexts because of modern development, should be evaluated carefully and always in the light of the truth about man, the family and the community. It is always necessary to react strongly to what dehumanizes society. … It is necessary to join forces to defeat together all forms of marginalization, for it is not only they - grandfathers, grandmothers, senior citizens - who are being injured by the individualistic mindset, but everyone.
Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family (April 5, 2008)
	

	


May grandparents return to being a living presence in the family, in the Church and in society. With regard to the family, may grandparents continue to be witnesses of unity, of values founded on fidelity and of a unique love that gives rise to faith and the joy of living. The so-called new models of the family and a spreading relativism have weakened these fundamental values of the family nucleus. The evils of our society … are in need of urgent remedies. In the face of the crisis of the family, might it not be possible to set out anew precisely from the presence and witness of these people - grandparents - whose values and projects are more resilient? Indeed, it is impossible to plan the future without referring to a past full of significant experiences and spiritual and moral reference points. 

Pope Benedict XVI, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Pontifical Council for the Family (April 5, 2008)
One thing is certain: When the time has come, nothing which is man-made will subsist. One day, all human accomplishments will be reduced to a pile of ashes. But every single child to whom a woman has given birth will live forever, for he has been given an immortal soul made to God's image and likeness.

Alice von Hildebrand, The Privilege of Being a Woman
I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and humiliation. We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented.

Elie Wiesel, Holocaust survivor

When Catholics oppose abortion, embryonic stem cell research, euthanasia and related issues, we do not do so because of some special Catholic religious doctrine, or simply because the Church says so. Rather, the Church teaches abortion is wrong because it already is. Abortion violates the natural law by abusing the inherent human rights of the unborn child. The injustice of genocide, oppressing the poor and killing unborn children is not a matter of religious doctrine. It’s a matter of natural law. And when Catholics defend the unborn, they are not “imposing their religious beliefs” on society, but upholding an even more fundamental principle of justice that America itself is founded on.

Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap., Denver Catholic Register (Oct. 10, 2007)
Concern for the plight of the poor must be accompanied by a profound respect for the dignity of all human life. Otherwise, it can be corrupted and all too easily embrace procured abortion and euthanasia as acts of compassion toward the suffering. But it is a false compassion, which seeks to lessen human suffering by eliminating those who suffer.

Most Rev. Raymond L. Burke, A Pastoral Letter to Christ’s Faithful of the Diocese of LaCrosse: On the Dignity of Human Life and Civic Responsibility (Nov. 23, 2003)
Faith builds on … scientific facts by acknowledging that our Creator endows our human nature with an innate dignity that does not depend on our size, beauty, intelligence, wealth, or any other attribute. We are persons because we are made in the image of God. We are persons whether our reasoning skills are developing or deteriorating, whether we are in the beginning stages of life or nearing life’s end.
Roman Catholic Bishops of Wisconsin, Serving All and Sacrificing None: Ethical Stem Cell Research (April 29, 2008)
It is precisely in caring for the poorest and most helpless of patients, those whose value and dignity are dismissed by others, that Catholic health care most clearly lives up to its mission and demonstrates the need for specifically Catholic health care providers in our secularized society. It is in meeting the moral challenge of caring for the most helpless that we live up to our own God-given dignity.

Cardinal Justin F. Rigali, JCD and Bishop William E. Lori, STD. “On Basic Care for Patients in the ‘Vegetative’ State,” Health Progress, May-June 2008.
Christ, the Word made flesh, in showing us the Father’s love, also shows us what it truly means to be human. … Christ’s love for us lets us see our human dignity in full clarity and compels us to love our neighbors as he has loved us. Christ, the Teacher, shows us what is true and good, that is, what is in accord with our human nature as free, intelligent beings created in God’s image and likeness and endowed by the Creator with dignity and rights.

USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (Nov. 14, 2007)
It is a mistake with grave moral consequences to treat the destruction of innocent human life merely as a matter of individual choice. A legal system that violates the basic right to life on the grounds of choice is fundamentally flawed.

USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (Nov. 14, 2007)
Decisions about political life are complex and require the exercise of a well-formed conscience aided by prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with outright opposition to laws and other policies that violate human life or weaken its protection. Those who knowingly, willingly, and directly support public policies or legislation that undermine fundamental moral principles cooperate with evil.


USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (Nov. 14, 2007)
The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment of conception until natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must always be opposed.


USCCB, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (Nov. 14, 2007)
Scientists have been able to convert ordinary skin cells directly into stem cells that have all of the important properties of embryonic stem cells [ESCs]. Thus, scientists who claimed that ESCs offered the “best” or the “only” hope for patients have been proved wrong by science itself.


Maureen Condic, Ph.D., “Stem Cells and Hope for Patients,” Respect Life Program 2008  
Science and medicine, like all human endeavors, cannot be justified by the “good outcomes” they might produce, independent of the means by which these outcomes are obtained.


Maureen Condic, Ph.D., “Stem Cells and Hope for Patients,” Respect Life Program 2008  
Many of the social ills and behavioral disorders plaguing our world today—teenage sexual promiscuity, crisis pregnancy, adultery, abortion, divorce, sexual abuse, sexual deviancy, rape, and incest—can be linked to the spread of pornography.


Mark J. Houck, “Pornography: What’s the Problem?” Respect Life Program 2008
While it is said that one may vote for a pro-abortion politician “for truly grave moral reasons,” it is difficult to see what rises to the level of nearly 49 million defenseless lives lost to the evil of abortion.


Most Rev. William E. Lori, “Conscience and the Catholic Voter,” Respect Life Program 2008
The President’s Council on Bioethics stated a durable truth when it observed: “We should not too readily acquiesce in a vision that isolates us in the time of our dependency, or a vision that rests on a false notion that individuals can precisely determine and manage every facet of their lives until the very end.”


Stephen L. Mikochik, “A Will for Living,” Respect Life Program 2008
This endless and seamless garment of social concerns often tends to push the primary moral issue of abortion to the back burner, when in reality it clearly should be at the heart and center of our discussion on the survival of African American people.

Most Rev. Martin D. Holley, “A Reflection on the African American Family and the Culture of Life,” Respect Life Program 2008
Even as we work toward social equality, we, as African Americans, must accept the reality that abortion remains the number one destroyer of the Black community.

Most Rev. Martin D. Holley, “A Reflection on the African American Family and the Culture of Life,” Respect Life Program 2008
