Kids’ Corner: No One Is Ordinary Inside

When Susan Boyle stepped onto the stage to audition for the British TV show “Britain’s Got Talent,” people saw an ordinary-looking, 47-year-old, unmarried woman from a small village in Scotland.  Susan had spent most of her adult life taking care of her ailing mother, who eventually passed away in 2007. She had tried to make a singing career for herself, but was often passed over because she is not young and glamorous. 
Like Our Blessed Mother Mary, Susan led an ordinary hidden life.  To the outsider, she seemed to be insignificant.  As she walked onstage, many in the audience began to laugh at her and make faces before she even began to sing.  But when they heard her wonderful voice, their mockery turned to surprise and then to tears of delight.  This humble ordinary woman was able to triumph over the proud (cf. Lk 1:51-52). 
This is how God acts in the world: He chooses the weak to shame the strong (cf. 1 Cor 1:27-29).  Often, we tend to look at the outward appearance of a person, but God looks at the heart instead (cf. 1 Sam. 16:7).  Jesus teaches us that we should not judge because we too will be judged in the same way we judge others (cf. Matt. 7:1-2). 
The most common way in which we judge people is through gossiping. We do this when we say things that are unkind, untrue, or unnecessary to say about others.  When we gossip we are acting as if Christ were not present in their soul.  Gossip can destroy lives and relationships. 
We must always remember that we were made by God in his very own “image” (Gen 1:27), that the most ordinary-looking person you know may someday in heaven be a stunningly glorious creature (cf. C.S. Lewis, Weight of Glory).

Sadly, today many people think that some lives are more important than others. They believe, for example, that it’s alright to destroy innocent unborn babies by abortion if their mothers don’t want them.  They withhold care—even denying basic food and water—and in some states, provide lethal drugs, so that sick and elderly people will die sooner. Others support the destruction of week-old human embryos to use their stem cells in research. These people believe that the unborn, the old, the sick, and the tiny embryo are insignificant. 
For Jesus, no one is insignificant.  He finds each one of us so interesting and so beautiful that “He leaps to his feet and abandons the glory of heaven [and goes] all the way to the Cross” to be with us.  (Pope Benedict XVI).  Every single one of us is a prince or a princess because God, our Father, is the King of the Universe. 
Susan Boyle will now have a singing career:  100 million people have seen videos of her performances on YouTube. To many she is a hero because she is just an ordinary person who carried a great gift inside her. We all carry a greater gift inside: God, present in our souls. 
So love one another, speak well of others, and learn to see that everyone, no matter how ordinary, is beautiful because God loves them.
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