
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the so-called "Marriage Equality Act", which would legalize same-sex "marriage" in New York.


Same-sex couples have the right to live however they wish, but nobody has the right to re-define marriage for all of society.  Marriage is the union of one man and one woman, which is naturally ordered both to the good of the spouses and the procreation and education of children.  It is not an invention of the state, but is instead a foundation of human society that deserves special protection and recognition in the law.  Same-sex relationships are fundamentally different in nature, and should not be given the same status or recognition as marriage.


We are also gravely concerned about the impact of this legislation on religious liberties.  It contains very narrow protection for clergy who do not wish to solemnize same-sex "marriages" -- but such protections are unnecessary under the Constitution.  But the bill does not contain any provisions to protect religious organizations and individuals who will be forced either to recognize same-sex relationships against their principles, or to withdraw from important activities such as education, health care and social service (e.g., adoptions).  This is a significant flaw in the bill, and poses a real danger to the religious liberties of individuals and institutions. 

Please do all you can to oppose this legislation.  Thank you for your consideration.

